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cal tricks in water; and sending out volumes of smoke from the mouth on
occasions of anger.

" Astrologers, soothsayers, horologists, story-tellers, as well as those who
read the forebodings of every moment, together with spies and their disci-
ples, inclusive of those who have witnessed the wonderful performances of
the conqueror, should give wide publicity to the power of the king to asso-
ciate with gods throughout his territory. Likewise in foreign countries, they
should spread the news of gods appearing before the conqueror and of his
having received from heaven weapons and treasure. Those who are well
versed in horary and astrology and the science of omens should proclaim
abroad that the conqueror is a successful expert in explaining the indications
of dreams and in understanding the language of beasts and birds. They
should not only attribute the contrary to his enemy, but also show to the
enemy's people the shower of firebrand with the noise of drums on the day
of the birth-star of the enemy......

*4 Getting into an alter at night in the vicinity of the capital city of the
enemy and blowing through tubes or hollow reeds the fire contained in a few
pots, some fiery spies may shout aloud : " We are going to eat the flesh of
the king or of his ministers ; let the worship of the gods go on/* Spies, under
the guise of soothsayers and horologists may spread the news abroad.
Spies, disguised as Ndgas and with their body besmeared with burning
oil, may stand in the centre of a sacred pool of water or of a lake at night,
and sharpening their iron swords or spikes, may shout aloud as before*

"Spies, wearing coats formed of the skins of bears and sending out
volumes of smoke from their mouth, may pretend to be demons, and after
circumambulating the city thrice from right to left, may shout aloud as
before at a place full of the horrid noise of antelopes and jackals; or spies
may set fire to an altar or an image of a god covered with a layer of mica
besmeared with burning oil at night, and shout aloud as before. Others
may spread this news abroad; or they may cause blood to flow out in
floods from revered images of gods* Others may spread this news abroad
and challenge any bold or brave man to come out to witness this flow of
divine blood. Whoever accepts tne challenge may be beaten to death by
others with rods, making the people believe that he was killed by demons.
Spies and other witnesses may inform the king of this wonder. Then spies,
disguised as soothsayers and astrologers, may prescribe auspicious and ex-
piatory rites to avert the evil consequences which would otherwise overtake
the king and his country- When the king agrees to the proposal, he may be
asked to perform In person special sacrifices and offerings with special man*
tras every nififtt for sewn days. Then while,doing this he may be slain
as before.

" In order to delude other kings, the conqueror may himsdf undertake
the performance of expiatory rites to avert such evil consequences as the
above, and thus set an example to others "l.
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